This Land
Conserved For
Future Generations

How it Began

v’ Loss of agricultural lands and wildlife habitat
in the Bitterroot Valley lead citizens to pursue
methods of protecting lands, including
funding conservation easements through a
county bond initiative.

v'  |In 2006, 60% of Ravalli County voters
approved a $10 million bond issue for
purchase of conservation easements and
purchase of land for public use.

v The Open Lands Board was created in 2007 to
assist County Government to evaluate
proposed easements and land purchases.

v'  The Board is made up of local farmers and
ranchers, water and natural resource
specialists, representatives from various
county boards, and members at-large.

Conservation Easement Funding

N

Bond
Expenditure
29%

Landowner Donated Value $5,193,950
Matching FUNdS ginciudes public and private sources) $2,292,550
Bond Expenditure $3,013,472
Total Conservation Easement Value $10,499,972

*Figures are approximate as of 7/28/2015

Created by the Ravalli County Open Lands
Board, with cooperation from the Bitter Root
Land Trust, Five Valleys Land Trust, and
Ravalli County Planning.
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Ravalli County Open Lands Bond Program

The Open Lands Bond Program preserves working farms, ranches, and wildlife
habitat for future generations, through creation of conservation easements and the

purchase of land for parks and other public uses

How the Program Works

v'  Landowners interested in creating an easement
contact a land trust, an organization qualified to

create and protect easements in perpetuity.

v'  The land trust advises and assists landowners in
preparing a formal application for easement funding
through the County’s Open Lands Bond Program.

v'  The land trust identifies other sources of funding to
supplement funding through the Open Lands Bond
Program.

v'  The application for funding is reviewed by the Open
Lands Board, which makes a recommendation to the
Board of County Commissioners.

v' The Board of County Commissioners have final
authority to approve funding through the Open Lands
Bond Program.
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Program
Accomplishments

v" Since the Program’s inception, 4,522 acres of
farm and ranch land have been preserved
through easements in Ravalli County.

v As of May 2015, nearly S3 million of the S10
million approved by voters have been spent for
conservation easements and land purchases
since the Program’s inception.

v To date, a total of $2,292,550 has been obtained
from other public and private sources to
supplement funds provided through the Open
Lands Bond Program.

v’ Applications for several new easements are
currently being evaluated, as of July, 2015.

Bond Expenditure Allocation

Payments to

(includes appraisals, legal fees, title
work, baseline studies, project
application and closing fees)

Project Costs

Bond Issuance Costs

Total Bond Expenditures

*Figures are approximate as of 7/28/2015
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$2,133,905
$798,090

$81,477

$3,013,472




